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HOME RULE
OFFERED
10 CUBA.

Scheme of Reform Pro-
posed by Spanish
Ministers.

MAKES BIG CONCESSIONS |

| conventlon 18 presented to that body for |

‘An Administrative Council
to Govern the Isl-
and's Affairs.

NATIVES TO BE IN OFFICE.

Can Fix Their Own Budget and
Arrange the Tariff
Law.

ITO SIGN THE DECREE SATURDAY.

Effect of the Reform Measure Will Be
Bad on Spaniards, as They
Think Too Much Is
Grantea.

(Coprrighted, 1807, by W, R, Hearst.)
Madrld, Feb. 8.—Cuban reforms were de-
cided upon to-day by the Ministers In
councll. The decree promulgnting the ra-
forms 18 preceded by an explanation of
its motives. The prineipal peints are as
follows:

The municipalities and Provinecinl councils
will obtaln such a measure of Indepen-
dence, both polltleal and admlnlstrative,

that the Governor-General’s functlions will
be reduced to next to nothing, since ap-
peals In every case of municlpal and pro-

Coniinued on Sccond Page.

SIGNING STIRS CARACAS,

Press of tha Venezuelan Capital Opposas the
Form in Which the Tresty Is Pro-
gressing to Ratification.

By W, Nephew King,

Cardens, Venczuela, Feb, 8.—Tha slzning
of the Guinna boundary arbltratlon treaty
In Washington yesterday by Venezpelan
Minister Aundrade for Voenezula,
the

lhins pro-
voked bitter comments In varmess
priss,

The popers thizs morning, reverting to the
subject, by reason of that step declire that
It means g TUnlted States protoctornte,
and almest unanimopsly deery the form
in whleh the trenty Is progressing toward
ratificatlon.

A Dbitter debate In Congress when the

ratlfleatlon s foreshadowed. It is Dot
donbted, hawever, tliat Preshdent Crespo
will eventonlly be able to make the Nation-
al Leglsiature do his bldding o the matter
of aceeplince.

United States Minister Thomas had two
conferences to-day with Senor Rojus, Min-
Ister of Foreign Affalrs, und a Cubloet
Jmecting was held at the Casa Amarilly,
the Executlve mansion,

DARING FIHEéUG'S WORK.

Soaked the Stairway of a Big Apartmernit
Heouse with Kerosene and Then
Plied a Match,

A darlng attempt at nrzon was mnde at
No, 443 Hast Fifty-elghth streot, yestarday
wortilng about 6 o'cloek,  Dhe honge 12 o
four-story and bascwment brownstone fat,
and i8 owned by Rudolpl Muller, of No, 4
Beckman place,

Kate Weber, a servont in the employ of
Jones Beerman, who lives oo the thim)
Hour, wis troused by the milkman, and
o going dowunstairs she discovered n
sirong odor of swmoke, She ¢alled lo the
milkman, Thomus Kemuedy, of No. 334
East SIxty-first street. "l‘ln:. digeovered
that the stale edrpet on the first floor Lad

been eoaked with kerosene oll, and was
burtilng In two different places. A box of |
partly burned parlor motelies sas found
nearby.

The fire was not reported untll acarly
o o'clock yesterduy afternaon, when Frad-
ek Schafhnus, who lves in the house,
culled on (nnmln Stelnkamp, of the East
Fifty-first Street Pollee Station. The Intter
notifled Foreimnan Smith, of Klngine Com-
pany No. & nad together they made an
iovestigntion, Pire Alarshal Holllster wus
nlso sunimoned, The detectives of the East
Fifty-first Street Statlon are looklng for
the firebng.

OR PICKED A
KENTUCKY BUD.

Identity of the Belle of
the Charity Ball
Disclosed. ‘

MISS ALICE CASTLEMAN,

All New York Was Talking of
the Stranger's Beauty
Yesterday.

OF AN OLD SOUTHERN FAMILY.

She Has Been in'the City Only a Fort-
night, but Her Wit Is Not Lacking
in Edge, and Her Apprecia-
tion Seems Intense.

The superb clock where Carrler Delleuse
hns gronped all the figures of the eun-

| chanted hours, frivolons or tertible, marked

the second hour fn Mrs. A, M. Quorrier's
drawing room, on Madison avenue, yester-
doy morning, when Migs Allee Castleman
returned from the Charlty Ball, at whicl
Jolm Jacob Astor's cholee had crowned her
belle,

Migs Allce Castleman dld not kuow even
then that she was famous. She had ns-
cetlded (he Metropolltan Opera Honse stalr
way three Hotirs earller tn the compartive
{golntion whieh Raphsel, surrounded by
friends, charged agalast Michael Angelo.
To understand why It wag that there werae
not eourtlers In her traln one sbould have
kunown lLer thoughts. perhaps; but, at all
events, she scemed not wore emborrassed
to be alone then is a Wy,

Her dlstinetlon miade of her a personage
n a milllon, and she probably envpd little
whetber New York soclety bowed down or
Ivoked up,

Her' father, althongh of an old Kentucky
fawlly, arlstocratle and wealthy, hns re-
mulned a stranger to, politles. But he
served ns a soldier and shed his blood on
battlefiells. His property is In manslons
and Innds, He gives work to the laborlons,
help to tl:e |roor and hns uever been In

Conﬁnued on Second Pa:e

NOTED BRITONS AT BAYARD'S BOARD.

The American Ambassador Entertains the Prince of ,Wales and Over a Score of
His Most Distinguished Countrymen at a Dinner.
Queen and President Toasted.
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AMBASSADOR BAYARD’S BANQUET

TABLE.

Feb., L—Ambassndar
dinner to-nlght, glven

] London, Baynrd's
In lhonor of the
Trinee of Wales, was certalnly one of the
Imoa: noteworthy gnatherings of ‘notnble
men for several years, It was an ex-
trmordinnrlly representntive assembly, snel

ni I8 brought! togethier upon very few oe-

et slons,

Hiallowlng are the nnmes of the guests:
The Mrinee of Wales, Cardinnl ¥iughan,
Lord Hilsbury, the Lord Chancellor; the
Marguls of* Ballshury, Lovrd Russell of Kill-
lowent, the Lioml Ohfef Jestlee; the Burl of
Comaperdosws,  the Marquess of Londs-
the Eavl of Leven and Melville,
Lovd Mayfalt, arl Stauliope, the Barl of
Carrington, Thomus B,
Ferguson, Unlted Stetes Minister to Stock-
hodit; Larl Balloue of Buorldigl, Lord
the Hoen. Sir W. Calville,
S Chales Btall, Q. 05
a5, s Rohert emoents Mapklham, Gen-
entl Cluko,  Gemeritl 8Blf Eyvelyn: Wooil,
Iuln Hidocly o and
Coalloy, 15, B X,
A Amall buvlen togs orowd, ohlefly can-
s OF wonien . gatherod wenr My, Bay-
‘ dubet e watehed the arclval of
% Tan puvedicnt by front of the

downe,

Eshor. Colonel

Hudnoll,

famter Clomminder

HETR T

penking In genervus terms of Anierlq.us

house was coversd with red earpet, ‘over

which was an awnling,
Ell-ﬂ] Wales the Last to Arrlve.

Lords Balisbury ‘and Playfaler were ihe
first of the distinguished company to av-
rive, and the Prince of Wales wna the last,
His Rogal Highness, attended by General
Clarke, arriving In a two-horse brongham
at 8:80 m m. After puying lWis respects
to his liost, the Prince congratudited Lovd
Sallsbury upon the recurrence of hils birth-
day, the Premler b&lng sl:ly -SOVen years
of age to-day.

My, Bayard sat ot the head of the table,
with the DIrines of Wiales, who was I n
most geninl mood, upon his right and Lopd
Saliebuiy unon s left. The decornticons of
the dlning room and table were madle up of
moss, nzalens wnd llies of the valley. The
dessert was served 2t 10 o'clock, when the
cotversation of the guests Dbecamoe eple-
Hed. Mrs, Bayasd dld not make her ap-
nenraties during the evenlug. ¥

In the conrse of the evening Ambassador
Bayawrd in a few well-chosen words offered
o tonst to Her Graclous Malosty Onoeen
Vietarla, and the Prines of Waoles pro-
pased’ the health of Presldent Clevelund,

Chiet Auglstrate,

There were no set speeches, still the
event served Its diplomntic purposes, while
as a purely soclal affalr It was lucosspia-
mbly brilllant.

There wag hardly one man among the
RBnghish guests present who has not placed
his wark on the histery of thls country.

Mr. Bayard eparved nelther palus nor es-
pense In prepaving for the alfalr. The
entrance to hls hall was banked with
flowers, topped with palms. In tlhe recep-
tion room the Trnited States and Britlsh
flngs were uscid ns wall decoratlons.

The Speaker of the House gave his
oificlal dinner te-night and this prevented
Mintsters wihio are members of the House
of Commons from uttumuug Ay, Dayard's
dinner,

Despite his recent lliness Mr. Bayanl
seemed wonderfully swell to-night, and did
the honors o perfectlon, it is by no
meang the Inst dinner he how to attend,
alede now will commence the many At
which he will be the gusst, but few ave
Lkely to exceed this In importance., 'The
entlre Tondon pross will devote consld-
ernble attentlon to it, Inyibg steess on Its
purely soclal chiyracter, but not mintmising
Its general slgnifleance. Me. Bayaed may

#

well feel o sort of modest pride. =5, il

MRS. OGOEN MiLL3
WOULD STAY AWAY.

Insisted on the First Qua-
drille at Mrs, Bradley
Martin’s Ball,

THE HOSTESS IN A FIX

She Had Promised It to Mrs. Fred-
eric Bronson, Who Readily Re-
linquished the Honor.

FINALLY GIVEN TO MRS. ASTOR.

Additional Costumes for the Occasion
Which Will Help to Make It the
Most Brilliant Event of the
Kind Ever Seen Here.

Soelety 18 nt odds over the questlon of
precedence at the Dradley Martin ball
It wasz feared at one time that Mre. Og-
den Mills would' drop out entirely with
her Incroyable quadrille if she was not
niloted flret place. So far as can be
recalied, this Is the first tlme the questlon
of precedence hue ngitated New York so-
¢lety. It is sald that Mirs, Ogden Mills
some days’ sinee Informed Mrs, Brudley
Muartin when' ealling on her that she had
arrunged a quadellle for the ball

The story goes thar after Mes. Bradley
Martin bad expressed her satisfaction Mis.
Mills sald-that she aaturally, with stress
on the naturally, expectedd first place, Mrs:
Martin thereupon remarked that this had
already been promised to Mrs. rederie
Bronson, who lins the debutante Louls XV,
guadrille In charge,

Mrs. Mills sald that If this was the case
‘she must withdraw her dance and deprive
herself of the pleagnre of attending the
ball,

Thereupon Mrs., Bradley Martln had a
little confab with Mrs. Bronson. Mrs.
Bronson Immedlately agreed to any change
agreeable to her hostess, Mrs. Bronson is a
daughter of Mrs. Archibald Grnele King,
first president of the origiual Boclety of
Coloninl Dames. Mrs. King was a Miss
Duer and 18 a direct descendnut of Lady
Kitty Duer, of colonial times. The Kings
stlll llve In thelr manor house, on the blull
ut Weehawken.

Mpe. Ogden Mills wns a Miss Livingston,
and she also Is conneeted with prominent
old New York famllles, Nevertheless, she
'Is allled by morriage with a member of the
oew multl-millionaire ser. Under the clr-
cumatanees, If precadence was really to be
couslderell, Mrd, Bronson inight ecertaluly
have held her own.

A Womnn of Resonrces.

Mrs, Martin finally hit tipon the -.an of
hnving Mre. Astor arrange a-quadrille and
lead off. As It now stunds, Mrs. Astor's
quadrille will come first. In this guadriile
the diancers will be in the costumes they
have selectad, without referenee to uul-
formity of era. Mrs. Ogdeh Millg's encroy
ablo quadreilie will follow. The encrogable
(rogs, It appears, is the extreme fopplsh-
ness of the Divectolre perlod. Mrs. Mills's
quadeille will be very pretty and pletu-

resque,
Then .will. follow Mrs. Frederl’e Bron-
gon's Louis XNXV. quadrille. It c:mnqt

propierly pass as a debutantes’ dnnce, as

thers are but few of this senson's young

lndies to phrticipate.

Mrs, Helmont May Have a Feature.
Afterwnrd Mres, Edmund Baylles will

i

FOBCHTEOTOROTOTOL OF
MRS BRADLEY MARTIN’S

fancy dress ball

game forward with her Louls XVI guad-
rille, in which some of the most prominent
matrons of the younger set will danee.
Mrs, Olver M. P, Delmpnt maoy or mony
pot have her own quudrilles It 18 desired |
by people nvited to the bull that the plon
will not tall through, as the daneers, si for
as goregousness of coslume I8 concerned,
would eclipse those earller on the floor.

Mrs. Lloyd DBryee, who was to have
daneed In the Astor openlng goadrille,
will be mlssed. Mra Bryee has been
wompelied to glve np the ball, owing to
the Joss of o relative on the L.oopur sl
of the bhpuose. The other dancers In this
st are Mrs, Befiley Martln, Mry, Stuy-
vesnnt Fish, Mrs. J. . D. Lanler, Frederie
Townsemd Martln, James J. Van  Alen,
Miss Angellen Gerry nnd Lispenard Stew-
art.

Another absentee will be Mrs. Jullen T.
Davles, wife of & neplew of Bm-l!e?r Mar-
tin. Mrs. Davies, who was n Miss
Garmendla, s one of the preity ymmg
mutrons in soclety.

Some Additionnl Costunmes,

Mrs. F. W. Whittridge will attend the

ball dressed as “Lydis Langutsh," Her

own Will be of whitd sntln and yellow
Frornﬂo Mr. Whittridge will escort her
#= Hen 11.

Mis ency I l]umert will represent
Mapquise de Suffern, of Marle Antolnette's
time, Phe walst niud oversgirt of this cos-
tume are of pink eilk, brocaded with roses

and leaves of natureal hoe. Mt Burpett
will wonr feathers In her powdered collfure.

Mp.ouml Mrs. Dougins Robluson will both
attend in old Colonlal costnmes,

My, Richurd Peters will attend the ‘ball
in the vostume of Duoke de Guolse and pot
e Cprdlbal Rlehellew, as hns been stated.

(tastel-Bort, the .\Immzrolhaun;wru Houyse
costumier, who has designed some' of the
most  nngnificent costnmes that will be
sepn ot the ball, has been so besleged with
orders that on Monday he wus compelled
to decline any more, much to the dismy of
many who have walted untll the last mo-
mient before deeiding upon thelr dress.

Mr. and Mrs, Marfin have sent out Invita-
tlous for u diinee on Saturdily night at
their home ln Twentleth street.

ANTIDOTE FOR PLAGUE,
Authorities at Bombay to Make Use of Mr.
Yearsin's Discovery—Deathsfrom

. the Scourge,

Bombay, Feb. 3.—It Is announced thyt the
‘Government have declded to make use of
the antl-plague serum, (he effleacy of whieh
nsg an aotldote for the bobonle disease
wliteh s ravaging Bombay and othey’ pavts
of Tudly, was dseovered by M. Yersin, a
Preneh selentlst. M. Yersln Is aow on hls
way to India,

The ofMicinl returns of the health nuthori-
ties  show that there were ninety-seven
(deaths from the plague In this cliy yester-

after a painting by Sir Peter Lely.
of Charlés 1I. Tt has not tha une

dals, where Mrs. Bradley Martin will
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SESH CHCESHOTOTOTODSHOESE)

Mrs, Bredley Martin has declded on the costume she will wear at her
It is the most magnlficent affalr imaginable, deslgned

with the costume. to Le worn by the Hostess,

POTOROTOHO IOHODSTOIHODODOTODS

GOSTUME FOR HER EBALL. 2

The peried is just before the time

BACTERIA
I5ED FOR
 MURDER,

Lawyer Wintersteen and
His Alleged Tool,
Clifton Knorr.

MANYMURDEROUS PLOTS

Accused of Attemptmg to
Kill an Enemy by
Using Bacilli.

DYNAMITE AND POISON.

Pennsylvania Town+of Blooms=
burg Excited Over a Sen-
sational Case.

PARTIES WELL

ALL KNOWN,
Authorities State That They Have
Strong  Circumstantial  Ewidence

Against Both Defendants—Knonr
Has Confessed the Scheme,

Rléomsburg, Pa.. Fob. 8.—The case of the
Cowmmonwenith of Peonsylvania agal
Lloyd 8 Wintersteen and Clifton EKnorp
hus begun, The case s such a sensatfonal!
ono that it has shocked thls gulet Lttle,
country town, the county seat of Columbia
Counity. Winterstisn, who s asonzed
such frightful erlmes, denies that there
any truth In the confession which lins been,

ously implicates him.

Here ls the stoby: There lives hore 8
man whom the Commonwenlth of I‘nnnvl'l
vaula ls endenvoritg to prove one of the|
greatest eriminals the State sver produced,
a man who In cold-blooded determinat
and ingenulty equals, 1t 18 alleged, th
great murderer, H. H. Holmes. This m.un1

s Attorner " loyd 8§ “lnturﬂ,..‘vﬁ, o sy
maw about forty Fears old, well educated,
gmooth spoken, a stodeot and A man
the world., Accepling to the Cpmmonwealth
e Bns for the phet several yoare devot-
ed muek of his energy to the exterminas
tlon of two people who were In the way
of his anmbltion. At first he tried to
erush them fOnanclally, but falled, an
then Le resolved that they siould dle: He
wns too clever, or too cowardly, 10 ex-
cetite those plans klmself, bie, 1t i= a-lld,
he found a willluz tool In the person of
Clifton Kuorr, over whom be possessed
influence, bypnotic. perhaps, which
dered the young man s plable in
grasp as a ploce of puliy.
Lont His Socin Stonding.

Knorr is not an ordinary man by
meatw, ITe comes of one of the best
fes In Colrmble County; o family of woel
and Inflnence.  ITe whg well éluchted
graduated from Lehigh University with
high liopots, and spparentiys brilliant caree
was before him. It was just after lmq

omiortable Ellzabethan ruff, which

Mrs, Martin objeets Lo, as she has not a long neck. Tlie materials are a
pale blue sapphire velvet and a rieh brocdde of the same hue.
square-cit corsage widens as it recedes from' the neck.

This style will be most becoming to Mrs. Bradley Martin, She will
wear magnificent jewels, which the l’m-l:-a of the costume makes possibls,
The tapestries of the smaller ballroom, with eanopied and rose-bestrewn

The

receive, were deslgned to harmonize

SCORES NEW

Labouchere Declares That

[Copyright, 1807, by W. R. Hearst.]

London, Feb. 3.—Alr. Lalouchere bns this
to say lo to-day's lssue of Truth:

“No one |s a heartler admlrer of Amerl-
eans than T am, but If they were to be
Judged by New York ‘scclety,’ a mare cor-

rupt and contemptible, erew never played
their pranks before Llgh henven,

*In the main, New York soclety seems
to be compospid of very rleh men, who are
deslrous of purodying the worst featdres

YORK'S “400.”

Society People Here Copy
Europe’s Most Vulgar Fes-
tivities.

of the exclusives In Euoropean eapltals,
They cotnpete with each other In contests
of cstentation, end the man who ean spend
the most money at an entertalnment s
Geemed for the nonice to be the leader

“Judging from revelatlons that have
been disclosed nt o recent tilal, the Now
York jeunesge dorce §5 not satizfled with
aping E_u-mpenn socfety In its volgarest as.
pects; It seems anxions to go back to
the orgles that disgraced Rome under tkg
rule of the vilest of lts emperora.™

WILSON'S ACCEPTANCE IN,

Postmaster-Ganetalship the Only Place No-
body Has Besn Asked
Yet to Fill,

Fy Jalins Chambaers.

Cunton, Meb. &.—Major McKinley recoived
from Jumes Wiisdn, of Iown, to-night, his
accoptanee of the portfolle of Agrleultuore,

The Postmpster-Géneralship ls the only
plage which nolidy has Leen asked to HiL

Mr. Hauna, but that genllenian yestorday
authorized the  statemwent that he wonhi
not necept the offico A7 It were oifered.

Yerry J. !:lwltl.l. of Chilcago, Lhs been
aummoned tq Cauton, and romor Is rife
that he 15 to be the secretany to the Presi-
dant, {
tlis Hurtford Rosf, bus been here all doy,

d{"&m’ fifty-one deaths from the dium.hn
L'l

.

i

It has bLeen supposed thai it was held for |

John Addlsen Porier, propricor of |

aud bis friends assort that he, and ot M,

a1 S T P J

Heath, ‘whl secure the office. The story
that be wants to be Ambassador to Italy
I denled by Mr. Porter.

A Kentueky delegation s here to-day in
the Interest of 8t. John Boyle for the At-
torney-(Gencralship.

BABY STARVED TO DEATH?

Coroner Tuthill Will Look: Into the Sad Case
of David Friedman,
Coyoner Tuthill is investignting the death

Tuecsdny at No. 118 Lewls sircet. The child
was only four days old, and was remrm}l
to have died of starvation. Dr. O'Hanlon |
tade pn autopsy yesterilay awl found the

stomach entlrely ompty. Morris Friodman,
the  fathor of the olild, testified to Dr.
("Hunlon thut the ehild eried’ eontinunlly
and the wotlier was unable Lo &re for i

Rl
oy

of Davld Friedman, the hiby that dled |

y . .

Ing callege that he fell In with Winte :
and from that time his du\rntnl!"t;:j
ysenced.  Formerly o quiet, studlous

| well-behaved young wmoan, he became

potod, assoclated with low companions, and)
(on more thin one occnsion ecansed
relatives to Dol for bis ¢onduet. Whe
| bis aetlons wete dus to the bad Indloe
of Wintersteon, It ja, of course, lppossible
1o say. At any rate, the desper he went)
fnto the mire the derper be wis In Winter
| steen’s power, All this time \\'!aterﬂn'ﬁ;

llt {5 alleged, wos endeavoring to erash
greatest encmy, How Levl E, Wuller,
ex-Uongressman,

Wintersteen had more than one czuse;
for hnting Waller. When they were young
men Waller, o leader In soclety here, had)
prevented Wintersteen from obinlning o)
soclal standing he much desired, From!
that day Wintersteen hated Waller with
all the srrengeh of his pature. Buch waall
his enmiiy towsrd Waller that time and
ugeln he planned aod schomed to ot the
better of him in n buslness way, but sag
time Waller was on his guand, and Winters
#toon's schismea wore frustratii,

Tired nt lnst of constant Jefeat, and des
perate to the last degree, Winterstoen, 4

plan which, It suceesstul, would il hiy
forever of his enemy. With an Ingenuliy)
which womld hnve done credit to L
vant, Wintersteen, i is asserted, fald iy
plans, one after nnother, becoming m
and niore desperate o= fate protecisd
sllelded His Intended vietim, outll at
80 bold did’ he bicome tha the futhorl
ties were furnished a clew and ran Bim
down.
HKuorr's Confession.

How many tlmes he may have planped.
KUl Waller will never DLe Libwn
Commonwenlth has cognizance only

Enorr, wis concernedl Aftey Knorr &
Wintersteen had boen eloveely run dows
aud Krorr had been removed from coptae

Inwyer possessid over the young man o
its foree, and ander the advice of feipnds
Kporr told oll he kuew. This eon

.,u wrdl Krmrr mn-.!-' this confesson o
attorneys tfor tie Commonwealth, sng’
| have 1t how pedy 10 use In'an atiemyt {
genil  Wintersteen to  the mnlluntu,
| Yowng Knorr does not stek to cxpisin tha
peenliar influence  which Winterstesn o
erted over him, He admits that be w
dissipated and epending o grong deal) o
money, At times he was heavily dn deb,
and on these octigions Winterdteen loants
| i motiey, wntll the {ime ;pu wien

r
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mnde by young Enorr and which so gerl-;

those nttempts i which the young ‘tool,

with Wintersteen, the Influence whiol the

makes a nimmnﬂc recital or incldents h:- *

N

cording o the legal story, resolved m[q I \'
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